
Stay up to date with what’s happening at Weir!  Download the Skoolbag app and follow our

school: https://www.moqproducts.com.au/skoolbag/

Principal's Pen

WELCOME TO WEEK 3 - It’s been a great couple of weeks as the 2021 school year begins to take shape. The

students have been outstanding in getting themselves back into school life with great manners, school pride

and spirit on show each day. Thanks to our great teachers and, of course, wonderful parents for setting solid

routines for our students as they adjust to the new school year.  Impressive to say the least. Our PREPPIES are

all beginning to settle into school life and look wonderful in their school uniforms. There were a few tears the

�rst week and few tissues used however all MUMS and DADS are now OK and happy to send their littlies off to

school.  Weir State School truly is a great school community. A HUGE Weir welcome to all of our new families

and please contact administration if you have any concerns.

TRAGIC ACCIDENT - As most of the community is aware, last Friday evening a young female motorcyclist,

Jennifer Board, lost her life in an accident from a tragic sequence of events in front of our school.  There has

been an outpouring of grief and solidarity from the community resulting in a roadside memorial of �owers and

other tributes out front of the school carpark.  It is unknown how long the memorial will stay in its position

however out of respect for the Board family we ask all parents to speak to your children about the signi�cance

and honour of roadside memorials and how we ‘look but don’t touch’ out of respect for the family and friends of

those that have passed. Our thoughts and prayers are with the Board family at this very, very sad time.

DAY 8 ENROLMENTS  -  Last Friday all state schools across Queensland were required to enter student

enrolment numbers for staf�ng. As we had a solid grasp on end of 2020 enrolments and solid enrolments for

the 2021 school year it is highly unlikely that any class changes will be required.  Our school will, as always,

work hard to keep class sizes and composite classes to a minimum. As the Principal of Weir State School I am
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committed to keeping any disruption to students and their families to a minimum. If there are any changes we’ll

inform the affected classes immediately with notices and clear communication with all involved and transitions

done for students and families in the kindest possible way however at this stage all classes will stay as is

TALKING TO YOUR CHILD ABOUT SCHOOL  - “What happened at school?” “Nothing!”  Does this sound

familiar?  You know that your child has had a full and engaging day at school; involved in many activities,

experiences and social interactions. Often children feel that their school experiences are not important or

interesting. Parents, on the other hand, do genuinely want to know how their school day was. This can result in

a sort of cat-and-mouse game; the parent probes, the child evades, the parent asks again, the child evades

again, and so on. Usually, it is the parent who gives up �rst. Most children can be exhausted after a long day at

school and discussing their day is the last thing on their mind. When they get home, they generally need a

healthy snack and some ‘tune out’ time before they are ready to share some of their day with you.  Listed below

are some of the strategies that families use when asking the “What happened at school?” question.

Create a family ritual in which everyone shares something about their day at dinner. Start by talking about

your day. Make sure that everyone has a chance to talk, but also has the option of ‘passing’ if they don't feel

like contributing.

Rather than posing a general question, ask about a speci�c event or class. For example, ‘How was the big

assembly?’ or ‘What did your class do in sports today?’ Try to phrase your questions to invite answers that

are longer than ‘yes’, ’no’ or ’OK’. Questions that begin with ‘What did you do in ...?’ are often better for this

purpose than ones that start ’How was ...?’ or ’Did you ...?’

When your child does respond, give them your full attention. Let them know that you're listening by asking

clarifying questions, such as ‘Do you mean that….?’ or ‘Let me make sure I understand…’

Keep open channels of communication with your child's teacher. Teachers who know that you are interested

and friendly are usually glad to keep you abreast of what's going on. You can also grease the wheels of

communication by offering to help out in the classroom or on excursions from time to time.

Respect your child's privacy, but let them know that you are open whenever they feel like sharing their

thoughts. When children don’t feel they are being continually ‘forced’ to talk about their whole day, they will

often willingly recall special parts of their day.

BIKE SAFETY - Bike riding can be fun for the whole family to get some physical exercise but it needs to be

enjoyed safely. Bicycle safety involves developing riding skills, wearing the right protective gear, and looking

after your bike.  Riding to school can be a fun activity; however at Weir State School our main concern is to

ensure that all students get to and from school safely. Students who ride their bikes need to be fully alert to the

road rules pertaining to bike riders and to keeping themselves and others safe. During class lessons, aspects of

road safety are discussed and reinforced to students who are either walking or riding to school. At Weir State

School, we only encourage our older students to ride bikes as research has stated that young children do not

have the ability to observe cars and other vehicles on the road consistently. As parents, we encourage you to

consider your child’s ability to keep themselves safe on the roads as well as continually discussing correct

behaviour when riding. To help your child become a safe cyclist, let them have lots of practice on safe paths

while offering tips on bike handling. Basically, they should be able to ride in a straight line, brake properly and

corner safely. Remind your child to always use the school crossing; walking bikes across the crossing, taking

care of walkers.

You need to make sure that your bike and your child’s bike are well maintained. Regularly check brakes,
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wheels, pedals, bearings and chains so that the bike will stop quickly in an emergency. Each time you ride the

bike, check if the tyres are hard, if the brakes work and whether there are any rattles. Check the tyres,

bearings, gears, nuts and bolts and lubricate the chain and cables each week.

Riding a bike is a great activity that students can do in the park, at home and, when they are ready, on the

roads. At all times we should be encouraging and reinforcing correct behaviour; this makes bike riding a fun

and safe pastime.

 

THIS WEEKS PROVERB – “ Each day is truly a gift…that’s why it’s called the present !”

Stay STRONG, SMART AND CONNECTED Weir State School  - Thanks for reading  - Mr B –  Principal

From the Deputies Desk

From the Deputy’s Desk…

Brekky Club is Back!!!... Thanks to Mr Gus and his wonderful team of church and student volunteers who have

well and truly hit the ground running with our Breakfast Club. It is so great that we can offer our students some

breakfast to help kick start their day. It makes so much difference for a child if they can begin learning on a full

stomach. Thanks Gus and the amazing Brekky Club team!

Road Safety… Earlier this week a ‘Road Safety’ message was sent out to our community, reminding us all of the

important Road Riles that apply around our school. These rules are in place for one reason, and that is to keep

everyone, especially the kids, safe. Thanks to everyone for doing their part to ensure everyone arrives and

leaves school safely.

Rule of the Week… After a successful beginning to the school year and some great behaviour being displayed

around Listening and Following Instructions, we have moved our attention this week to making sure students

are where they should be and that they’re there when they should be. While this rule helps keep our students

SAFE, this week when teachers discuss it with students it will be focussed on making sure they will…

BE RESPONSIBLE… and

Be in the Right Place at the Right Time

Well done to our students who, like I said before, have enjoyed a successful start to the school year. There is a

real understanding among the community that when we meet the school’s HIGH EXPECTATIONS and display

positive behaviour, that students are being given the best chance of success. Keep up the GREAT WORK

WEIR!!!

__________________________

HEAD LICE

Anybody can get head lice;

-          They are not particular about whose head they live on!

- They are not a sign of poor hygiene and are not restricted to primary school children



-          They are not a sign of poor hygiene and are not restricted to primary school children.

-          They do not jump or �y and they do not live anywhere other than heads of hair.

-          Head lice are spread from one head to another by direct contact. They have extremely strong claws and

move from one hair to another by swinging.

-          Head lice live in the hair and come down the hair shaft to feed. They suck blood from the scalp.

-          Many head lice infestations cause no symptoms, and probably less than half cause itching.

-          The only way to �nd out if your child has head lice is to examine their hair regularly. Get under a bright

light, or out in the sunlight and examine each section of hair closely. The most recently laid eggs will be closer

to the scalp, however you may �nd dead eggs further up the shaft of the hair.

-          In order to determine whether it is actually a head louse egg, try to pull the egg away from the hair. If it

sticks and is dif�cult to pull off, it is a head louse egg.

-          All eggs need to be treated and removed from the hair. The lice are more dif�cult to �nd as they move

around whenever the hair is being disturbed.

An easy way to �nd the climbers is to use the conditioner and comb technique:

Apply conditioner to dry hair aiming to cover each hair from root to tip with a layer of conditioner.

Detangle the hair using an ordinary comb.

Immediately comb the hair with a �ne tooth nit comb.

Wipe the conditioner off the �ne tooth comb onto a paper tissue and look for lice and eggs.

Repeat the combing for every part of the head at least 5 times.

Also examine the comb for lice and eggs.

Place all paper tissue in a sealed plastic bag and into the bin.

Repeat this process on alternate days until there are no lice for 10 consecutive days.

All members of the family need to be checked regularly until all traces of lice and eggs have been removed.

Reinfestation will occur unless you are treating all infected people in the family with a recommended head lice

product and the cycle has been broken.

Only pillow slips of infected people need to be treated. They need to be washed in extremely hot water,

tumbled in a hot dryer for 10 minutes or ironed with a hot iron. No other bedding or furniture needs to be

treated. If the lice leave the scalp they will not survive for more than 24 hours on bedding, furniture or clothes.

Notify the school immediately if you discover that your child has head lice or eggs.

__________________________

Mr Coey’s Joke of the Week

Q: What’s an Astronaut’s favourite part of a computer?

A: The ‘Space Bar’!!!



KindyLinQ is a play-based early learning program for three-year-old children and their families in the year

before they start kindergarten.

KindyLinQ is based on a �exible stay and play approach. Once a family registers they can attend the session 3

hours twice a week. Younger siblings can attend.

Your KindyLinQ school will ask you to complete a Registration Form.

Please contact Weir State School for more information.



School Attendance

All schools in Queensland are committed to providing safe and supportive learning environments for all

students, which address their educational needs. At Weir State School we have high expectations and believe

that to achieve ones potential, students must attend school regularly.

Weir State School is committed to following the Queensland State-wide initiative ‘Every Day Counts’ which

promotes 4 key messages:

All children should be enrolled at school and attend on every school day.

Schools should monitor, communicate and implement strategies to improve regular school attendance.

Truanting can place a student in unsafe situations and impact on their future employability and life choices.

Attendance at school is the responsibility of everyone in the community.

Research shows that regular attendance is integral to successful academic and social outcomes. Accordingly, it

is important that students, staff and parents/carers have a shared understanding of the importance of regular

student attendance and their responsibilities.

Parent/Carer Responsibilities

Ensure that child attends school on time, every school day.

Provide a satisfactory explanation for all absences, that is, any time during which a student is not attending

or participating in their educational program.

Contact the school within 2 days of the student’s return from an unplanned absence, in person, by phone,

SMS reply or email.

Contact the school prior to any planned absence, in person, by phone or by email. Where this is not possible,

parents must provide the reason for any absences within 2 days of the student’s return to school.

Contact Administration if student absence is to be for an extended period of time (e.g. family reasons or

illness) and request schoolwork.

Apply for an exemption for their child for non-attendance at school for a stated or inde�nite period where

the child’s attendance is impossible or should not be reasonably required and the absence will be for more

than 10 school days.

Supply administration with a medical certi�cate for illness absences more than 3 days.

Contact Administration if a student is refusing to attend school. Initiate or attend meetings to seek support

and discuss their child’s attendance or participation in their educational program.

Advise the school of any change of address or phone numbers to ensure school records are accurate. Up to

date data is essential in an emergency.

Ensure that child follows the school’s processes and procedures for late arrival.
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Student of the Week

Prep P-CW: Raphael P-LC: John P-RC: Kiara P-SC: James

Year 1 1-AG: Ashton 1-EM: Mitchell 1-JM: Athaliah 1-ML: Izayah

Year 2 1/2-LB: Thomas 2-AT: Luceileah 2-JR: Ava 2-MM: Julieanna

Year 3 3-EP: James 3-MJ: Brill 3-RG: Daleko 3-KR: Ribbon

Year 4 4-AS: Justice 4-SB: Stephanie 4-SL: Erica 4-TM: Claira

Year 5 5-JE: Kayden 5-LB: Dion 5-JM: Jack 5-SB: Taylar

Year 6 6-AD: Kieran 6-KH: Aiden 6-PB: Rikki-Leigh 6-RA: Quan

SWD: Junior:

(2-JR): Porter

Senior:

(6-AG): Erik

PE: Junior:

(1-ML): Noah

Senior:

(6-AD): Caleb

The Arts: Junior:

(P-CW): Raphael

Senior:

(6-AD_: Harmonee

Instrumental Music: Strings:

(4-SL): Savannah



The Arts News

Music  -  Dance  -  Drama  &  Media Arts

At Weir State School we are fortunate to be able to offer this exciting, inspiring and magical learning area. Our

students attend an hour lesson each week. This Term we will be studying Drama! Our students love all drama

activities and we are looking forward to a wonderful term full of Drama activities. 

Bookclub is again available with brochures available from student classrooms.  Orders can be placed online or

returned to the school the Thursday following the brochures being made available. If you can assist with the

collation & distribution of orders, please call the school library on 47261363.  It should only take a couple of

hours of your time, twice a term.



Community Partners

 Many thanks to our Community Partners - The NRL Cowboys House, Cowboys Community Foundation and

Coles – Second Bite Program for the generous amount of bread they have provided to give away to our

parents.

We are truly grateful to have such Community Partners to help us support our students and families.  How

awesome!

Townsville Sunbus

Is your Student entitled to FREE or subsidised bus travel to and from School?

Did you know that you can apply online for the School Transport Assistance Scheme?

For more information:

Visit www.qld.gov.au/schooltransportassistance

Contact STASdigital.Helpdesk@tmr.ql.gov.au or 1300 119 289 for technical assistance with your online

application.

http://www.qld.gov.au/schooltransportassistance
mailto:STASdigital.Helpdesk@tmr.ql.gov.au


Recycling at Weir

The bene�ts of recycling are supported at school in the following manner:

TONER CARTRIDGES are recycled through Planet Ark.

Printer cartridges are made up of a combination of plastics, metals, foam, ink and toner.  Throwing them into

land�ll contributes to the growing problem of electronic waste. By recycling your toner cartridges you are

helping to reduce this waste. Please place them in the Planet Ark box next to the purple Battery World bin,

downstairs Block 7.

Bring your BATTERIES into school so that we can dispose of them in an environmentally friendly manner.  Car

batteries must be delivered to Battery World on Ingham Road. The purple Battery World recycling bin is

placed downstairs of Block 7.

Spare shopping bags are welcome at the Library so that our library books are always protected.
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Townsville City Council

Townsville City Council is keen to share Townsville Dashboards with students and teachers as a source of

information about the local community and an online resource for educators, particularly for Digital

Technologies, ICT, STEM, Humanities and Geography.

 Townsville Dashboards (https://dashboards.townsville.qld.gov.au) provides a digital platform for the

community to easily access data and information about their community and Council service performance.

 Access Townsville Dashboards to:

·         Explore dashboards, pro�les and tools (Community and Economic Pro�les, Disaster Management,

Planning Services, Townsville Mapping);

·         Download and explore a range of Council open datasets (currently 65 datasets published) through our

Open Data Portal;

·         View Council datasets and information through a series of interactive visualisations (Your Council);

·         Open datasets include animal complaints and registrations, city maintenance activities, community

grants, development applications, library services, waste services, water dam levels, production and

consumption;

·         Aerial photography and digital elevation model information in also available for download;

·         The open datasets provide an opportunity for students to explore local datasets and to utilise these

datasets for data-driven decisions and digital solutions.

We would welcome any feedback on Townsville Dashboards, particularly:

Aspects of Townsville Dashboards you currently utilise and value

Additional content and datasets that you would �nd useful

https://dashboards.townsville.qld.gov.au/
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Weir State School

 592 Ross River Road, Kirwan QLD, Australia

 07 4726 1333

 admin@weirss.eq.edu.au

 www.weirss.eq.edu.au

 https://www.facebook.com/WeirStateSchool/
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